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Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

September ,  1955. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  for  the 
Borough  of  Rowley  Regis. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1954,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  instructions  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  No.  28/54  dated  the  15th  December,  1954. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year,  166  cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  686  in 
1953.  This  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Measles,  10  cases  as  compared  with  452  in  1953,  and 
Whooping  Cough,  69  cases  as  compared  with  181  in  1953.  There 
was  only  1  case  of  Diphtheria,  1  case  of  Poliomyelitis  and  1  case 
of  Food  Poisoning. 

From  a  study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
was  a  slight  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate.  The  Birth 
Rate  was  12.54  per  1,000  population  (12.42  in  1953)  and  the 
Death  Rate  was  8.57  per  1,000  population  (7.97  in  1953)  and  a 
fall  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  21.10  per  1,000  live  births 
(24.54  in  1953).  This  is  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ever 
to  be  recorded  in  this  district. 

During  the  year  the  Department  suffered  the  loss  of  two  of 
its  Sanitary  Inspectors  —  Mr.  A.  Longfellow,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  retired  on  March  31st,  1954,  and  subsequently  died  on 
January  13th,  1955,  and  Mr.  W.  Wooldridge,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  died  suddenly  on  October  6th,  1954,  within  a  year  or 
two  of  his  retirement.  These  officers  had  been  in  your  service  for 
many  years  and  had  both  played  a  major  part  in  building  up  the 
Public  Health  Department  to  its  present  high  standard. 

I  again  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to 
members  of  my  staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  they  have 
carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year  under  review  and  to 
Members  of  the  Council  I  express  my  gratitude  for  their  help, 
consideration  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1954 

Chairman :  Councillor  N.  E.  Thorne. 

Vice-Chairman :  Councillor  Mrs.  Pritchard. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Alderman  T.  Woodward,  J.P. ;  Deputy 
Mayor,  Councillor  A.  Westwood,  J.P.,  C.C.;  Aldermen  T.  Deeley, 
J.P. ;  A.  H.  Hancock,  J.P. ;  Councillors  J.  Adams,  E.  Matthews;  J.  T. 
Millington;  C.  H.  Moore;  J.  W.  Shakespeare;  E.  Wakeman;  V. 
W.  Wakeman ;  S.  Walker  and  B.  Willetts. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Aldermen  T.  Deeley,  J.P.;  G.  A.  Smith;  Councillors  Pritchard  (Mrs. 

P.);  S  Walker  and  J.  P.  Padden. 

*  Alderman  J.  P,  Pennington,  J.P.,  C.A.,  and  Councillor  A.  J. 

Barker. 

*Note:  These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 

STAFF  OF  TLIE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : — - 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C., 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate.  RETIRED  :  31st 
March,  1954. 

FREDERICK  T.  HARRISON,  D.P.A.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certifi¬ 
cate,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Certificate  of  Institute 
of  Sanitary  Engineers,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Sanitary 
Science  Certificate.  COMMENCED  :  1st  June,  1954. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

WILLIAM  WOOLDRIDGE,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
DIED  :  6th  October,  1954. 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate,  and  Smoke 
Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LASHFORD  R.  TURBIN,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

Junior  Assistant : — 

Michael  S.  Flarrison.  Joined  H.M.  Forces,  13th  May,  1954. 
Clerks :  Miss  D.  Morgan,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  T.  Shaw 
Miss  M.  Patrick 
Miss  B.  Rawlin  gs. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-year  1954)  49,120 

Population  (Census  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  49,409 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (at  31st  December,  1954, 

according  to  the  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  14,228 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1954)  ...  ...  £204,000 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1954)  ...  £785. 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


(at  31st  December,  1954)  ...  ...  ...  £805 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are 
agricultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one. 
The  manufacture  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels, 
chains  and  anchors,  holloware,  electrical  fittings,  being  amongst 
the  chief  industries.  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  ‘  Rowley  Rag  ’ 
is  quarried  from  the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and 
channelling  purposes.  There  is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district 
now,  though  the  presence  of  pit  mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts 
bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  coal  mining  was  once  an  important 
industry  in  the  Borough. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

314 

294 

608 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

5 

8 

Totals 

317 

299 

616 

*  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  12.54. 

STILL  BIRTHS  :  Male  12  Female  6  Total :  18. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  :  0.36. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  28.39. 
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DEATHS :  Male  Female  Total 


235  186  421 

*Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  8.57 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants:  13.  Legitimate,  12;  Illegitimate,  1 
Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  21.10 
Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.73 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  125.00 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

All  infants:  12.  Legitimate,  11;  Illegitimate,  1 


Deaths  from  : — 

Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Diphtheria 

Meningoccocal  infccdon 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


*  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  of  any  area 
is  bound  to  be  influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  so  that  in  order  that  truer  comparisons  can  be  made 
between  one  area  and  another  the  actual  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
are  multiplied  by  a  number  called  the  “  Comparability  Factor,” 
the  result  being  known  as  the  Corrected  Birth  or  Death  Rate. 
These  “  Comparability  Factors  ”  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  are  based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  as  shown  by  the  census.  For  Rowley  Regis  they  are 
as  follows:  Comparability  Factor  for  births  0.94  and  for  deaths 
1.22,  and  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  is  11.7876  per  1,000 
population,  and  the  corrected  Death  Rate  is  10.4554  per  1,000 
population. 


BIRTHS 

The  total  live  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the 
year  under  review  was  616,  an  increase  of  5  on  the  preceding  year. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  area  was  12.54  which  figure  is  lower  than 
that  for  the  whole  of  the  country  (viz.,  15.2).  Of  these  616  births, 
8  were  illegitimate  (3  male  and  5  female). 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES 
OF  DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA 


Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

T  otal 

ALL  CAUSES . 

..  235 

186 

421 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

4 

6 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

• — 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

.  — 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

.  — 

— 

— 

Measles 

.  - 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

.  - 

— 

■ — 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

14 

9 

23 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

18 

1 

19 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

9 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

.  — 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

15 

12 

27 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

4 

1 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

29 

31 

60 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

26 

17 

43 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

12 

8 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease 

28 

54 

82 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

2 

6 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

14 

3 

17 

Bronchitis 

18 

8 

26 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

* — 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

.  — 

— - 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

26 

15 

41 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide 

4 

1 

5 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

.  — 

— 

— 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE 

421  deaths  were  recorded  in  Rowley  Regis  in  1954.  The  general 
death  rate  showed  an  increase,  viz.,  8.57  as  compared  with  7.97 
in  1953.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
following  causes  : — 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  ...  ...  145 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  49 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  60 
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ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY 


There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had 
any  demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities . 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  clinical 
material,  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Lt. -Colonel  R. 
N.  Phease.  Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical 
Laboratory  under  the  direction  of  A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq.,  M.Sc., 
F.R.I.C.,  County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
transport  of  infectious  and  non-infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free 
and  available  at  any  hour  of  die  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough,  so  the 
inhabitants  have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The 
chief  ones  used  are  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest 
Hospital,  Dudley,  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednes- 
bury.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

T  uberculosis. 

The  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility 
of  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Clinics  are  held  daily 
at  Parson  Street,  Dudley.  Sanatoria  are  situated  at  Groundslow, 
Prestwood,  Kinver  and  Himley. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc., 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street 
Clinic,  Carlyle  Road  Clinic  and  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  13  deaths  were  registered  in  children 
under  1  year  of  which  12  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  21.10  was  lower  than  the  figure  for 
1953,  which  was  24.54. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  166  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
1954  as  compared  with  686  in  1953.  The  following  table  shows  the 
actual  number  of  cases  of  the  various  types  of  diseases  which  were 
notified  during  the  year  together  with  the  number  after  correction. 
By  reference  to  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been 
a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough. 


Disease 

Number 

notified 

Number 

after 

correction 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

27 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Poliomyelitis  : — 

69 

69 

Paralytic 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

10 

10 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

8 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Tuberculosis  : — 

1 

1 

Respiratory 

41 

40 

Non-Respiratory 

3 

3 

Total 

166 

163 

SCARLET  FEVER.  There  were  28  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  the  year  (1  of  which  was  not  confirmed)  as  com¬ 
pared  with  46  cases  in  1953.  8  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
the  remainder  being  treated  at  home.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild 
type  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Cases  are  only  removed  to  Hospital 
if  they  cannot  be  properly  treated  at  home,  or  if  there  are  reasons 
in  the  Public  interest  why  they  should  be  isolated  in  Hospital. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  Thre  were  69  cases  of  whooping 
cough  notified  (181  in  1953)  1  of  which  was  removed  to  Hospital 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 
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POLIOMYELITIS.  There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  in 
the  district  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

MEASLES.  There  were  10  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  452  cases  in  1953,  and  all  but  1  of  these 
were  treated  at  home.  There  were  no  deaths. 

DIPLITHERIA.  There  was  1  case  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year  which  was  treated  in  Hospital.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
this  low  incidence  is  the  result  of  the  vigorous  immunisation  that 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  years.  No  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
during  the  past  10  years  together  with  the  number  of  deaths.  I 
might  add  that  no  immunised  child  has  died  in  Rowley  Regis 
from  this  disease. 


Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Number  of 
cases  notified 

63 

57 

20 

18 

8 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Number  of 
cases  died 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  This  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  either  by  their  medical  officers  or  by  arrangement 
with  general  medical  practitioners.  The  following  statistics  with 
reference  to  immunisation  in  this  Borough  have  been  supplied  by 
Dr.  W.  A.  McLennan,  Area  Medical  Officer. 

Table  A. 

No.  of  children  living  in  the  Borough  who  received  injections 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1954:  3,911. 

Table  B. 

No.  of  children  attending  Infant  and  Junior  Schools  in  the 
Borough  who  had  completed  the  immunisation  course  of  in¬ 
jections,  i.e.,  children  born  between  1944-1949  : — 

School  population  No.  immunised  Percentage 
4,869  4,481  90% 
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Table  C. 

No.  of  children  born  in  1953,  i.e.,  children  under  one  year  of 
age  : — 

Total  births  No.  immunised  at  31 .12.54.  Percentage 
608  77  13% 

No.  of  children  born  1950-1953,  i.e.,  children  aged  1-4  years : — 
Total  births  1950-53  No.  immunised  31.12.53  Percentage 
2,767  1,758  63£% 

Table  D. 

Comprehensive  figures  for  all  children  under  5  years  at 
31.12.53  : — 

T otal  in  Borough  Immunised  at  31.12.53  Percentage 
3,375  1,835  54% 

TUBERCULOSIS.  There  were  40  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  3  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  47  and  2  during  1953.  There  were  6  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (6  in  1953)  and  no  deaths  from 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2  in  1953).  The  following  table 
shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups. 


Age 

periods 

years 

Respi 

Male 

New 

iratory 

Female 

cases 

Non-Re 

Male 

spirator 

Female 

y  Resp 
Male 

D( 

>iratory 

Female 

saths 

Non-B 

Mal< 

respiratory 

Female 

0—5 

5—14 

15—24 

25—44 

45—64 

65  and  ov 

1 

4 

7 

7 

?r  — 

1 

3 

9 

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

19 

21 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

Home  visiting  of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors  and  copies  of  their  reports  are  supplied 
to  me. 

Information  as  to  anv  sanitary  defect  or  over-crowding  is 
contained  in  these  reports  which  enables  us  to  take  any  necessary 
action  to  abate  them.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported  through 
to  the  Housing  Department  with  a  recommendation  re  re-housing 
and  wherever  possible  the  Housing  Committee  have  granted  the 
tenancy  of  a  council  house.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  exists 
between  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to 
hospitals  during  the  year. 


Name  of  Institution 


Prestwood  Sanatorium 
Groundslow  Sanatorium 
The  Limes,  Himley  ... 
Newcastle  Isolation  Hospital  . 
St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital,  Malvern 
Edge  View,  Kinver  ... 
Knightwick  Sanatorium 
The  Cotswold  Sanitorium, 
Cranham 


Number  of 
admissions 

Number  of 
discharges 

12 

12 

4 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

SCABIES.  There  has  been  no  case  of  scabies  treated  during 
the  year,  but  facilities  are  available  if  needed. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Plealth  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  first 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1954,  and  in  relation  to  Cleansing  and 
Refuse  Disposal  for  the  financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1954. 

The  year  has  been  fraught  with  difficulties  in  relation  to 
Staffing  in  so  far  as  we  were  deprived  of  one  Inspector  by  his 
sudden  and  unexpected  death,  and  after  the  adoption  of  a  more 
realistic  attitude  to  salary  grading  two  appointments  were  made 
too  late  to  affect  the  current  year.  The  difficulties  created  by  the 
shortage  of  Inspectors  are  countrywide  but  nowhere  more  acute 
than  in  industrial  areas,  for  obvious  reasons,  and  until  the 
anomalies  creating  the  shortage  are  ironed  out  the  situation  will 
further  deteriorate. 

The  return  of  meat  inspection  at  14  private  slaughterhouses 
has  further  increased  staffing  difficulties  and  for  many  months  only 
the  barest  of  skeleton  staff  was  available  for  routine  matters,  so 
the  request  for  an  early  Housing  Survey  under  the  new  legislation 
and  the  added  work  of  Slum  Clearance  merely  increased 
frustration  in  the  Department. 

The  various  tables  are  intended  to  indicate  work  done  under 
the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  including  Cleansing. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  co-operation, 
to  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Halesowen  for  timely  assistance  from 
their  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department,  to  the  Medical  Officer  and 
Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  very  helpful  attitude,  and  to 
Members  of  my  own  Staff  who  have  done  yeoman  service  in  an 
attempt  to  cope  with  the  difficulties  of  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  T.  HARRISON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 


(i)  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  is  satisfactory  in  both  (a)  quantity  and  (b) 
quality. 

This  water  is  supplied  to  the  Company  in  bulk  from  Bir¬ 
mingham,  where  the  principal  source  of  supply  is  obtained 
from  the  gathering  ground  of  the  rivers  Elan  and  Claerwen  in 
mid-Wales. 


(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district,  except 
as  follows  : — 


117-118,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

Old  Farm  House,  Weston  Road,  Tividale. 

Bishton  Fields,  Oakham. 

House  occupied  by  Jones,  Yew  Tree  Lane,  Blackheath. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department : — 


118,  Corn¬ 
greaves  Road 

“  Oakdene,’ 
Lodgefield  Rd. 

Jones,  Yew 
Tree  Lane 


Tap  in  house 
from  well 

Tap  in  house 
Mains  supply 

Shallow  well 


Chemical  ( 1 ) 
Bacteriological 

Chemical  (2) 
Bacteriological 

Chemical  (2) 
Bacteriological 


Satisfactory 

(1) 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

(2) 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

(2) 

Satisfactory 

(iii)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature;  and 

(iv)  no  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 

(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows : 

(a)  Houses  ...  ...  14,497  (December  1954) 

(b)  Population  ...  49,259  (1954)  (est.) 

By  means  of  standpipes  : 

(a)  No.  of  standpipes  ...  21 

(b)  No.  of  houses  supplied  55 


All  the  standpipes  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses  which 
are  scheduled  as  unfit,  and  are  being  dealt  with. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


Haden  Hill  Park 

4  samples  were  taken  as  follows  : — 
2  Chemical 

2  Lovibond  Comparator  tests 

Britannia  Road  Schools 

1  Chemical 
1  Bacteriological 


2  Satisfactory 
2  Satisfactory 

1  Satisfactory 
1  Satisfactory 


The  Bath  at  Haden  Hill  is  of  the  ‘  fill  and  empty  ’  type  and 
was  little  used  during  the  year.  Although  there  were  no  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples,  some  form  of  mechanical  purification  is  desirable 
if  the  bath  is  not  to  be  replaced  by  a  modern  swimming  pool. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

All  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewage 
Board’s  sewers,  and  is  dealt  with  on  the  land  irrigation  principle 
at  Whittington,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into 
the  River  Stour. 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at 
Tividale,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributory  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  Local  Building  Byelaws  is  super¬ 
vised  by  the  Building  Surveyor,  but  general  repair  work,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  notices  served  is  done  through  the  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  compliance  with 
notices  served  : — 


No.  of  yards  of  new  drainage 

laid 

Ill 

New  gullies  fixed  ... 

*  «  •  •  •  • 

4 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

New  inspection  chambers  and 

covers  . . . 

5 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council 

299 

Drains  tested 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

Additional  W.C.s  provided 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

New  bathrooms  provided 

...  ... 

1 

All  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
scrutiny  which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  departments. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Pollution  encountered  during  the  year  included  sewage  from 
a  local  factory,  and  work  is  in  progress  to  ensure  its  discontinuance. 


18 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


There  are  thirty-three  cesspools  within  the  Borough  and  these 
are  emptied  regularly  by  a  gully  emptier  from  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Tipping  is  strictly  controlled  - — -  covering  material  includes 
foundry  sand  and  soil,  and  the  former  has  been  found  particularly 
suitable  as  a  deterrent  to  insect  infestation.  A  muledozer  is 
employed  on  the  tip  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
although  tipping  is  being  carried  out  in  a  built-up  area  at  Powke 
Lane  and  it  has  not  yet  been  necessary  to  utilise  the  new  tip  at 
Tividale. 

A  weekly  service  has  been  maintained  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year;  and  delay  due  to  holidays  and  inclement  weather  has 
rapidly  been  regained  and  the  weekly  service  continued.  Much 
of  the  smooth  running  of  the  department  can  be  attributed  to  the 
successful  operation  of  an  adequate  bonus  scheme  on  bin  collections. 

The  amount  of  money  set  aside  for  the  provision  of  dustbins 
as  a  Municipal  Scheme  has  proved  inadequate,  so  much  so  that 
many  hundreds  of  unserviceable  bins  await  renewal  and  this  must 
be  faced  up  to  in  the  near  future. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  STATISTICS 


The  number  of  bins  and  pails  in  the 
Borough  on  31st  December,  1954. 

The  total  number  of  trade  refuse 
bins  collected  during  the  year  and 
charged  for  at  the  rate  of  sixpence 
each. 

Round 

Bins 

Pails 

1 

3,268 

2 

1,601 

2  ... 

2,882 

12 

1,896 

3  ... 

3,106 

3 

972 

4  ... 

3,111 

54 

339 

5  ... 

3,036 

3 

427 

Totals  ... 

15,403 

74 

5,235 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

1953-4 

Area  (statute  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,828 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49,180 

Total  Refuse  collected  (tons)  Actual  ...  12,250 

Weight  (cwts)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  to  year)  ...  ...  ...  13.64 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,378 
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Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is  made  — 

Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection  vehicle  to 

disposal  point  (single  journey)  ...  2J 

Total  Refuse  disposed  of  ...  ...  ...  12,323 

Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded)  : — 

Controlled  tipping  ...  ...  ...  100% 

Method  of  collection  :  5  Mechanical  Vehicles. 

No  of  Employees : — 

Collection  :  20.  Disposal :  Foreman  :  1. 

Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse.  Analysis  of  in¬ 
come  and  tonnage  : — 

Income  Tonnage  Collected 


1953-4 

1953-4 

Salvage  : 

£ 

Tons 

(a)  Raw  kitchen  waste 

1,823 

491 

(b)  Scrap  metal 

— 

— 

(c)  Waste  paper 

1,914 

290 

(d)  Other  salvage  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

(e)  Totals  ... 

...  £3,737 

781  tons 

Trade  Refuse  ... 

...  £223 

150  tons 

COST  STATEMENT 


Item  Particulars 

Collection 

1953-4 

Disposal 

T  otals 

l 

£ 

£ 

1.  GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour 

10,438 

292 

10,730 

(ii)  Transport 

5,639 

201 

5,840 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

and  buildings 

1,596 

245 

1,841 

(iv)  Other  items 

533 

61 

594 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure  .. 

18,206 

799 

19,005 

2.  GROSS  INCOME  (including 

£NIL  received  from  other  local 

authorities) 

1.972 

2,012 

3,984 

3.  NET  COST  . 

16,234 

Cr.1,213 

15,021 

4.  Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (including  above) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

UNIT  COSTS 

5.  d. 

s.  d. 

j.  d. 

5.  Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

17  0 

6 

17  6 

6.  Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

9  3 

4 

9  7 

7.  Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

26  6 

Cr.2  0 

24  6 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8.  Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

330 

Cr.  25 

305 

9.  Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  ... 

1,056 

Cr.  79 

977 
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PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS 


Under  the  scheme,  dustbins  are  renewed  as  a  rate  charge  and 
bins  to  new  houses,  including  new  Corporation  Houses,  are  charged 
for. 


Number  of  bins  renewed 
Bins  provided  to  New  Corpora¬ 
tion  Houses 

Net  cost  as  a  charge  on  the  rates 
Equivalent  to  a  rate  charge  of 


1953-4  1954-5 

1,366  1,154 

116  55 

£1,483. 11s. 9d.  £1,329. 15s. 6d. 

1.94d.  1.69d. 


STREET  CLEANSING 
OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


1953-4 

Mileage  of  streets  cleansed 

...  54.46 

Frequency  of  cleansing  : — 

(a)  At  least  once  daily 

...  5.9% 

(b)  Three  to  five  times  weekly  ... 

...  4.9% 

(c)  Twice  weekly 

...  4.5% 

(d)  Once  weekly  .. . 

(e)  Less  than  once  weekly 

...  77.5% 
...  7.2% 

Total  miles  cleansed  during  year 

(Mileage  x  number  of  cleansings) 

. . .  4,064 

Percentage  of  streeting  cleansing  done 

by 

mechanical  means 

...  32.5% 

COST  STATEMENT 


Particulars 

1953-4 

Street  Sweeping 
and  Watering 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour 

3,502 

(ii)  Transport 

2,806 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  buildings,  etc. 

— 

(iv)  Other  items 

47 

GROSS  INCOME  (excluding  re¬ 
imbursements  from  Ministry  of  Trans- 

port  and  the  County  Council) 

— 

NET  COST  . 

6,355 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile  cleansed 

31  3 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

£ 

129 

Although  a  great  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  roads 
has  been  apparent,  the  main  difficulties  encountered  in  administer¬ 
ing  this  service  are  lack  of  the  necessary  labour,  and  degrassing. 
The  latter  awaits  a  more  efficient  weed  killer,  and  experimental 
work  so  far  has  resulted  in  only  limited  success,  and  the  former 


21 


can  only  be  overcome  by  using  the  maximum  of  mechanisation 
in  conjunction  with  a  suitable  bonus  scheme  to  attract  the  necessary 
labour.  Investigations  on  these  lines  are  proceeding  as  and  when 
opportunity  permits. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  seven  public  conveniences  have  had  improvements  carried 
out  and  regular  cleansing,  consequently  very  few  complaints  have 
been  received  during  the  year.  The  main  cause  of  complaint  was 
due  to  sewer  surcharge  and  flooding  of  the  underground  conven¬ 
ience  in  Blackheath  and  as  the  sewer  passes  underneath  the  con¬ 
venience  where  a  manhole  is  provided  for  access  purposes,  it  is 
difficult  to  counteract.  The  trouble  occurs  only  in  very  exceptional 
weather  conditions,  and  precautions  have  been  adopted  to  prevent 
accident  during  these  infrequent  occurrences. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

A.— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 

HOUSES 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  155 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  434 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during  the 

year  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  668 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  .  79 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  ...  3,208 

SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  PREMISES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


Nature 

No.  of  premises 

No.  of 

inspections  made 

Shops  visited  for  offences  under 
Shops  Act 

935 

25 

Drains 

•  •  • 

— 

653 

Pail  Closets 

•  •  • 

33 

10 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

7 

119 

Slaughterhouses 

•  •  • 

16 

2,244 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Foodstores 

•  •  • 

518 

1.308 

Stables  and  Animals  ... 

•  *  • 

— 

17 

Piggeries 

•  •  • 

— 

40 

Factories 

«  •  • 

393 

266 

Bakehouses 

•  •  * 

18 

65 

Licensed  Premises 

•  •  • 

122 

50 

22 


Nature 

No.  of 

No.  of  premises  inspections  made 

Van  Dwellings 

— 

27 

Carbide  Stores 

6 

6 

Petroleum  Stores 

122 

160 

Smoke 

- — 

160 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

4 

29 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

12 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

136 

Pet  Animals  Act 

6 

7 

Cinemas 

4 

17 

Rag  Flock  Act 

4 

1 

Wells  and  water  supplies 

3  wells 

22 

Watercourses 

— 

30 

Manure  Pits  and  accumulations 

— 

37 

Ice-cream  stores 

150 

36 

Canteens,  Cafes  &  Restaurants 

106 

120 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

— 

1 

Cellulose  Stores 

14 

17 

Street  Cleansing 

— 

240 

Water  and  sewage  in  cellars  ... 

— 

23 

Refuse  tips 

16 

102 

Mortuaries 

1 

69 

Survey  under  Housing  Acts  ... 
Visits  re  Survey  of  Sanitary 

— 

391 

Accommodation  ... 

— 

216 

Persons  in  need  of  care  and 

attention  ... 

2 

12 

Miscellaneous 

— 

201 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS,  BUILDERS, 

Etc.  —  1,255 

COMPLAINTS 

Total  Number  of  Complaints 

Received  during 

1954  _  772 

No.  of  defects  Total 

No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 

defects  informal 

formal  defects 

discovered  during  1954 

found  action 

action  remedied 

The  number  of  defects  remedied  may  be  shown  more  than  those 
in  “  No.  of  Defects  Found  ”  column.  This  is  owing  to  the  carry 
over  from  the  previous  year. 

DWELLING  HOUSES  : 

Defective  roof,  etc.,  of  coal- 


houses  and  verandahs 
Defective  roofs  of  dwelling 

7 

2 

— 

2 

houses 

85 

65 

— 

65 

Defective  chimneys 

37 

29 

— 

29 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 

10 

25 

— 

25 

23 


No.  of  defects  Total 

No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects  informal  formal  defects 

discovered  during  1954  found  action  action  remedied 


Defective  and  dangerous  walls 
Defective  or  no  spouting 
Defective  yard  paving 
Insanitary  structures  ... 
Accumulations 
Dampness 

Dirty  dwelling  houses 
Dirty  pantries  and  cellars 
Dirty  living  rooms 
Smoke  nuisances 
Dirty  bedrooms 
Dirty  staircases 

No  bathroom  accommodation 
Internal  and  external  painting 
Defective  and  dangerous  ceiling 
Defective  wall  plaster  ... 
Defective  doors,  casement  and 
steps 

Defective  firegrates  and  brick¬ 
work 

Defective  window  frames  and 
fasteners  ... 

Defective  or  no  skirting  boards 
No  owner’s  name  and  address 
in  Rent  Book 
Defective  sashcords 
Insufficient  coalhouse  accom¬ 
modation 

Dangerous  garden  walls 
Insufficient  washing  facilities  .. 
Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation 

Insufficient  ventilation  under 
floors 

Defective  and  dangerous  floor 
Dirty  floors 
Defective  staircase 
Water  and  sewage  in  cellars  ... 
Defective  hot  water  system  and 
storage  tanks 

Dirty  beds,  bedding  and  persons 
Dangerous  and  dilapidated 
outbuildings 


4 

3 

- — - 

3 

86 

83 

— 

83 

7 

1 

6 

18 

— 

18 

6 

_ 

6 

26 

13 

— 

13 

6 

6 

— 

6 

3 

4 

— 

4 

7 

15 

— 

15 

5 

1 

— 

1 

9 

16 

— 

16 

3 

3 

— — 

3 

1 

3 

— 

3 

/ 

5 

— 

5 

33 

26 

— 

26 

47 

43 

— 

43 

34 

32 

— 

32 

16 

16 

— 

16 

42 

68 

_ _ . 

68 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

_____ 

3 

87 

30 

— 

30 

o 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

18 

10 

— 

10 

4 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

5 

4 

3 

3 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1 954 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Verminous  houses  (rodents)  ... 

199 

199 

— 

199 

Verminous  houses  (beetles,  etc.) 

30 

28 

— 

28 

Verminous  houses  (bugs) 

WASHHOUSES  : 

2 

2 

2 

Defective  roofs 

39 

20 

— 

20 

Defective  chimneys  ...  ... 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 

10 

3 

— 

3 

in  walls 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous 

20 

24 

— 

24 

washhouses 

3 

5 

— 

5 

Dirty  washhouses 

1 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  floors 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  ceilings 

Defective  washing  boiler  and 

6 

1 

— 

1 

boiler  brickwork  ... 
Defective  or  obstructed  sink 

11 

7 

- - 

7 

waste  pipes 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 

11 

4 

— 

4 

burst  service  pipes 

15 

16 

— 

16 

Defective  water  taps  ... 
Defective  doors,  casement  and 

3 

4 

— 

4 

steps 

2 

— 

— 

- — - 

Defective  window  frames 

7 

5 

— 

5 

Insanitary  and  defective  sinks 

4 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  spouting 

8 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dangerous  cover  to  well  ...  1 

DRAINS  AND  WATER  CLOSETS  : 

1 

1 

Defective  W.G.  roofs 

14 

19 

— 

19 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 
Defective  soil  and  ventilation 

10 

8 

— 

8 

pipes 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  door,  cases  and  steps 

5 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  ... 

29 

24 

— 

24 

Defective  W.G.  pans  and  joints 

32 

17 

— 

17 

Obstructed  W.C.s  and  drains 

324 

326 

— 

326 

Defective  or  no  seats  ... 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Burst  service  pipes 

26 

22 

— 

22 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 
Insufficient  light  and 

12 

15 

— 

15 

ventilation  in  W.C. 

5 

2 

— 

2 
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No.  of  defects  Total 

No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects  informal  formal  defects 

discovered  during  1954  found  action  action  remedied 


Insufficient,  water  supply 
Insufficient  W.C.  accom¬ 
modation 
Defective  drains 
Broken  inspection  chambers 
and  covers 
Dilapidated  W.C.s 
Defective  or  no  spouting 
Defective  pail  closets 
Defective  floors 
Dirty  W.C.s 
Defective  urinals 

FACTORIES  : 

Defective  roofs,,  chimneys  and 
walls 

Dirty  urinals  ... 

Defective  and  insufficient 
urinals 

Insufficient  W.C.  accom¬ 
modation 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints 
Dirty  water  closets 
Defective  W.C.  roofs  and  walls 
Defective  flushing  apparatus  ... 
Defective  or  no  seats 
Defective  W.C.  doors  and 
fastenings  ... 

Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation  in  W.C. 
Defective  and  insufficient 
drainage  ... 
Accumulations 

Doors  to  be  made  to  open  out¬ 
wards  or  not  marked  “Fire 
Exit” 

x  J  -A.JL  L  •••  •••  •  •  • 

W.C.s  not  marked  MALES  or 
FEMALES 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes 


12 

17 

— 

17 

14 

14 

_ 

14 

19 

13 

— 

13 

8 

5 

_ 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

7 

3 

— 

3 

7 

7 

— 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

7 

6 

— 

6 

1 

6 

— - 

6 

5 

3 

— 

3 

13 

18 

_  _  -  - 

18 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

40 

— 

40 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

5 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

11 

— 

11 

5 

8 

— 

8 

3 

1 

8 

— 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

12 

— 

12 

1 

3 

_ 

3 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1954 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

No  intervening  ventilated 
spaces 

4 

4 

Dust,  smoke  and  grit  nuisances 

7 

12 

— 

12 

Insufficient  screening  to  W.C.s 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  infested  with  MICE 
and  RATS 

20 

20 

20 

Factories  infested  (not 

Rodents)  ... 

1 

i 

— 

1 

PIGGERIES : 

Filthv 

ui  y  •••  •••  •••  •  •  » 

5 

2 

— 

2 

BAKEHOUSES  : 

Defective  walls 

2 

*2 

2 

Dirty  ceiling  and  walls 

7 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  ceilings 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Internal  and  external  painting 
required 

1 

I 

_ 

1 

Dirty  utensils 

3 

1 

— 

l 

Insufficient  receptacles  for 
waste 

1 

3 

3 

Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation 

1 

1 

1 

Accumulations 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  W.C.s 

4 

3 

— 

3 

Insufficient  protection  from 
dust 

2 

2 

2 

Insufficient  and  defective 
paving 

1 

— 

— 

— 

STABLES  AND  ANIMALS  KEPT : 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  4 

5 

5 

Dirty  yard  area  and  dirty  fowl 
pens 

1 

1 

— 

1 

FOODSTORES  : 

Defective  and  dirty  floors 

1 

1 

1 

Dirty  foodstores 

7 

11 

— 

11 

Dirty  W.C.s. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  storerooms 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Accumulations 

2 

3 

— 

3 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1954 


No.  of  defects  Total 

No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

defects  informal  formal  defects 

found  action  action  remedied 


Defective  spouting 
Defective  ceiling  and  wall 
plaster 

Defective  chopping  blocks  and 
counters 

Verminous  foods  tores  (rodents) 
Internal  and  external  painting 
required  ... 

Insufficient  protection  from 
dust,  etc.  ... 

W.G.s  not  marked  ‘Wash  Hands 
After  Use’ 

Defective  roofs 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  .. 
Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes 
No  constant  supply  of  hot  water 

CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 
Dirty  kitchens  ... 

Insufficient  W.G.  accom¬ 
modation 

Insufficient,  light  and 
ventilation 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 
Defective  wall  and  ceiling 
plaster 

Insufficient  water  supply 
Insufficient  washing  facilities  .. 
No  separate  room  for  cooking 
W.G.s  not  marked  ‘Wash  Hands 
After  Use’ 

Dirty  food  storage  rooms 
Defective  and  insufficient  hot 
water  supply 

LICENSED  PREMISES  : 

Defective  spouting 
Defective  ceiling  and  wall 
plaster 


11—1 

13—3 

12—2 
2  2—2 

2  2—2 

12—2 

12—2 

11—1 

3  3—3 

—  1—1 

AND  CAFES  : 

3  2—2 

4  2—2 

11—1 

2  1—1 

1  1  —  >  1 

2  2—2 

11—1 
11—1 
—  1—1 

4  4  —  4 

12—2 

2  2—2 

11—1 
2  1—1 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  -  during  1 954 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Dirty  W.G.s 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Inadequate  screening  to  W.G.s 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  urinals 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  insufficient  urinal 
accommodation  ... 

1 

2 

2' 

Dirty  public  rooms 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Dirty  kitchens 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation 

1 

1 

No  hot  water  behind  bar 

3 

4 

— 

4 

W.C.s  not  marked  ‘Wash  Hands 
After  Use5 

2 

1 

1 

W.G.s  not  marked  “  Ladies  ” 
and  “Gents.” 

7 

3 

— 

3 

PETROLEUM  STORES  : 

Defective  pumps  and  leak¬ 
ing  hose  pipes 

5 

5 

5 

Broken  inspection  chamber 
covers 

1 

1 

— 

1 

REFUSE  TIPS 

Fires 

I 

2 

2 

Tipping  so  as  to  cause  a 
nuisance  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

STREET  CLEANSING : 
Depositing  litter  on  street 

8 

8 

— 

8 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  : 

Dirty 

12 

10 

10 

Dirty  utensils  and  fittings 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  roof 

1 

1 

— • 

1 

Defective  floors 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Insanitary  structures  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  washing  facilities... 

9 

8 

— 

8 

External  and  internal  painting 
required 

3 

3 

3 

Defective  boilers 

7 

5 

— 

5 

Accumulations 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Insufficient  bins 

6 

4 

— 

4 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1954 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 

action  action 

Total 

No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Dirty  cattle  lairage 

11 

9 

— 

9 

Insufficient  sinks 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  doors 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  yard  paving 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  yard  area 

2 

2 

— 

2 

VAN  DWELLINGS  : 

Occupying  land  without  licence 
Occupying  caravan  without 

1 

1 

— 

1 

licence 

2 

2 

— 

2 

CINEMAS  AND  THEATRES  : 

No  secondary  means  of  lighting 
Insufficient  lighting  to  Exit 

1 

2 

— 

2 

notices 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  Exit  notices 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Doors  not  opening  outwards  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

MARKETS  : 

No  name  and  address  on  stall 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  counter 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Stall  not  covered  in  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

No  receptacles  for  refuse 

1 

1 

— 

1 

CELLULOSE  STORES: 

No  fire  proof  store  ...  ...  —  1  — 

PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION : 

1 

Removed  to  Hospital  ... 

2 

2 

— 

2 

B.— THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1954 

(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal) 
INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1953  251 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1953  ...  14 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


30 


I 


INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1954  (Re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '6 

FORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954  80 

848 


C.— THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF 
SUCH  NOTICES 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1954  which  were 

outstanding  31st  December,  1953  ...  ...  ...  133 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1954  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  339 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1954  which  were 

served  during  the  year  (Re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  6 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1954  which  were 

outstanding  31st  December,  1953  ...  ...  ...  2 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1954  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


489 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December, 

1954  (for  analysis  see  below) 


FORMAL 

INFORMAL 


83 

276 


359 


HOUSING 

NUMBER  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  14,497 

NUMBER  of  back-to-back  houses  included  above  ...  40 

1.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1954: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  668 

(b)  Number -of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  3,877 

(2)  (a)  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  ...  ...  79 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  720 
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(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  434 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  author¬ 
ity  or  their  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

Formal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  77 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  for  which  under¬ 
takings  were  submitted  and  accepted  by  Council  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit  on  under¬ 
takings  accepted  by  the  Council  ...  ...  Nil 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellan¬ 
eous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  served  under  Section  10  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  ...  ...  2 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1954 
PART  A  —CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 
demolished  in  the  period 

Number 
of  persons 
displaced 

(1) 

(2) 

Land  coloured  “  Pink  ” 
Land  coloured  “  Grey  ” 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

17 

i, 

61 

PART  B— HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE 

AREAS 


Number  of 


Houses 


Persons 

displaced 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Plouses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  Section  II 

(b)  Plouses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners  under 
Section  11,  and  still  in  force  ... 

(c)  Parts  cf  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closing  orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under  Sec¬ 
tion  3(2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Sect.  10(1) 


17 


62 


7 


REPAIRS 

Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of 
houses 


423 


Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  .  ....  . 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
(6)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16): 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


3  (c)  1  DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

The  following  77  individual  unfit  houses  have  had 
Demolition  Orders  placed  on  them  during  the  year  : — 

52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  Foxoak  Street, 
Cradley  Heath,  Staffs. 
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102,  103,  Beeches  Road,  Blackheath. 

51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  Lower  High  Street,  Gradley  Heath. 

57,  Peartree  Street,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

79,  80,  81,  82,  Waterfall  Lane,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

4,  5,  6,  Britannia  Street,  Tividale. 

18,  18a,  18b,  18c,  Dudley  Road  East,  Tividale,  Staffs. 

40,  42,  44,  46,  48,  50,  52,  54,  56,  58,  Dudley  Road  West, 
Tividale. 

1,  la,  2,  3,  Back  of  3,  Britannia  Street,  Tividale. 

60,  Dudley  Road  West,  Tividale. 

60a,  Back  of  60,  Dudley  Road  West,  Tividale. 

9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  Dudley  Road  East,  Tividale. 

26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  37,  38,  Tipton  Road, 
Tividale. 

1,  la,  Lion  Road,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

125,  126,  38,  39,  40,  Rowley  Village,  Rowley  Regis. 

21,  Cherry  Orchard,  Old  Hill. 

CLOSING  ORDERS 

Two  Closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 
3  and  4,  Hayseech,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

The  following  houses  were  DEMOLISHED  during  1954: — 
In  Clearance  Areas  (Pre-war)  ...  ...  17 

12,  13,  14,  15,  Lodgefield  Road,  Old  Hill. 

69,  70,  93,  94,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

72,  73,  74,  75,  76,  Hawes  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

1,  2,  3,  Brook  Lane,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

1,  Gawne  Lane,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  ...  ...  ...  10 

63,  and  64,  Foxoak  Street,  Cradley  Heath. 

102  and  103,  Beeches  Road,  Blackheath. 

16,  Surfeit  Hill,  Cradley  Heath. 

79,  80,  81,  82,  Waterfall  Lane,  Old  Hill. 

100,  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath. 

Houses  Demolished  by  agreement  with 
Owners  without  Statutory  Action  ...  ...  7 

79  and  80,  Halesowen  Road,  Old  Hill. 

137,  138,  139,  Wrights  Lane,  Old  Hill. 

29,  Lawrence  Lane,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

71,  Waggon  Street,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 


TOTAL  ...  34  houses 

3  (e)  1  HOUSES  CLOSED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 

14,  Surfeit  Hill,  Cradley  Heath. 

3,  Hayseech,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


During  the  year  13  additional  W.C.s  were  provided  to  houses 
which  had  no  separate  accommodation.  This  makes  a  total  of 
362  additional  W.C.s  provided  since  1945. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Articles  of  clothing  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  25 

Bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disinfestation  of  houses  for : — 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 

17 

•••  •••  •••  X  / 

allocations  of  Council 

348 

•  ••  •••  •  »  •  X  V_> 


(a)  Bugs 

(b)  Other  insects 

Inspections  for  tenancy 
Houses 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of 
work 
(1) 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(U  (c) 

(3) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 
(6) 

Notices 

served 

(7). 

Wearing  apparel  (mak¬ 
ing,  e  c.,  cleaning  and 
washing  } 

Iron  and  Steel  cables 

2 

— 

— 

— 

and  chains 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Carding  of  buttons,  etc. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

23 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORKERS 

s  .  '* 

During  the  year,  16  lists  have  been  received  containing  49 
names  covering  February  and?  August. 

There  were  8  reminder  nbtices  sent  out  to  employers. 

f  — 

FIRE  ESCAPE  CERTIFICATES  FOR  FACTORIES 

Eight  certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 

s 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  return  of  meat  inspection  in  private  slaughterhouses 
involves  the  Department  in  extra  work  at  fourteen  private 
slaughterhouses,  this  being  the  number  active  out  of  the  sixteen 
licences  perpetuated  during  the  war  and  rationing  years. 

59  Slaughtermen  have  been  licensed  by  this  Authority,  and 
slaughtering  takes  place  on  every  day  of  the  week,  including 
Sundays.  One  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  but  not  without  other  departmental  functions 
suffering  from  lack  of  staff. 

The  slaughterhouses,  on  the  whole,  are  adequate  for  the 
purpose,  although  several  exhibit  shortcomings  which  are  in  course 
of  rectification. 

The  following  summaries  are  intended  to  indicate  the  extent 
of  slaughtering,  types  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  amount  of 
diseased  meat  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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CATTLE  —  OTHER  THAN  COWS  :  Parts  surrendered  with  diseases 


40 


COWS  —  Parts  surrendered  with  diseases 
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CALVES  SHEEP 


Other 

parts 

2  part 

forequarters 

Liver 

82 

32 

25 

4 

2 

2 

4 

m 

t-H 

Heart 

CO 

CO 

be 
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3 

-1 

m  CM  CT)  C£> 

CM  CM  ^ 

T— < 

CD 

1^. 

T— 1 

k  W5 
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<3 

1) 

K 

▼— i 

T—t 

Muelleriasis 

Fascioliasis  ... 

Cirrhosis 

Hydatid  Cysts 
Pleurisy 

Congestion 

Pericarditis 

Fatty  Degeneration 
Peritonitis 

Multiceps  Multiceps 
Pneumonia 

Necrosis 

Oedema 

Pentastomum 

Totals  ... 
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PIGS 


Other  parts 

3  forequarters 
1  hindquarter 

1  belly  draft 
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rt 
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PQ 
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1  Leg 

Intestines 
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CM 
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[ - 

35 
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CM 
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66 
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CO 
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Heads 

i— t 

o 

CM 
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co 
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222 
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CO 
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CM 

O 
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22 
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Pneumonia  and  Congestion 

Pleurisy 

Pericarditis 

Peritonitis 
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<u 
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tH 

X 

G 

1 
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ratty  Degeneration 

Abscesses 

Hydronephrosis 

m 

— H 
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0 

£ 
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a 
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0 
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be 
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0 

Sh 
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WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  SURRENDERED  : 


tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

BEEF  :  Carcase  Meat  ... 

14 

24 

Offal  . 

3 

1 

1 

6 

MUTTON  :  Carcase  Meat . 

8 

Offal 

6 

— 

6 

PORK  :  Carcase  Meat  ... 

1 

4 

3 

5 

Offal  (including  heads) 

3 

1 

2 

14 

TOTALS  . 

8 

8 

0 

7 

CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS  OTHER  THAN 

BUTCHERS  MEAT 


lbs. 


Tinned  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  \\ 

„  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  27J 

„  fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  783J 

„  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 2  J 

„  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  277 

„  soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

„  vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  565 

Boiled  ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bottles  of  lemon  squash  ...  ...  ...  11 

Boxes  of  raisins  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Chocolate  biscuits  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Frozen  Eggs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Jars  of  fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  12J 

Milk  whipping  compound  —  6  cartons  ...  3 

Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sultanas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


TOTAL  ...  ...  ...  3,145J  lbs. 

tons  civts.  qrs.  lbs. 

1  8  —  9i 

PROSECUTIONS 

Public  Health  Act ,  1936 : 

Section  76.  Removal  of  pig  food  from  Corporation  Bins  Fine  £2 
Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938: 

Section  9.  Bread  containing  wood  splinters  ...  ...  Fine  £5 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations ,  1924-1935 : 

Article  8.  Non-notification  of  slaughter  ...  ...  Fine  £5 

Article  10.  Removal  of  meat  before  inspection  ...  Fine  £5 

plus  £3/3/0  costs 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


No  principal  Licences  have  been  issued. 
Tiie  following  Licences  have  been  granted 
Supplementary,  Pasteurised 
Supplementary,  Sterilised 
Dealers  Licences,  Pasteurised 
Dealers  Licences,  Sterilised 


19 

22 

19 

169 


The  County  Council,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough, 
took  320  samples,  two  of  which  were  adulterated.  In  each  of  these 
cases  the  stock  was  very  old  and  the  suppliers  untraceable.  It  was 
destroyed  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 


Articles 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Nature 

Almonds,  Ground  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Angelica 

1 

— 

— 

Apricots,  Dried 

1 

— 

— 

Arrowroot 

1 

- — 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

— 

— 

Biscuits,  Malted  Milk 

1 

— 

— 

Biscuits,  Slimming 

1 

— 

— 

Blancmange  Powder  (Vanilla) 

1 

— 

— 

Butter,  Danish 

1 

— 

— 

Butter,  Empire 

3 

— 

— 

Butter  Drops 

1 

— 

— 

Butter  Puffs 

1 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture,  Sugar  Sweetened 

1 

— 

— 

Canlan  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese,  Cheshire 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese,  Full  Cream,  Processed  Dutch 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese,  Dutch  Gouda 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken  Broth 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken  Paste 

1 

— 

— 

Cinnamon,  Ground 

1 

— 

— 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Coffee  &  Chicory  Essence 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee 

2 

— 

— 

Corned  Beef  with  Cereal  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Corned  Beef 

1 

— 

— 

Cough  Candy 

1 

— 

— 

Coconut,  Sweetened,  Coloured 

1 

— 

— 

Cream,  Dairy 

1 

— 

— 

Cream,  of  Tarter  B.P. 

1 

— 

- — 

Conserve,  Blackcurrant 

1 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

— 

Cherry  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste,  Salmon  and  Anchovy 

.  .  . 

1 

— 

— 
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Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Flour 

1 

— 

— 

Flour,  Plain  White 

1 

— 

— 

Flour,  Self  Raising 

5 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Ground 

1 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Preserved  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

Glucose,  Barley  Sugar 

1 

— 

— 

Glucrosa 

1 

— 

— 

Golden  Crumbs 

1 

— 

— 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

Granulated  Gravy  Improver 

1 

— 

— 

Ground  Gloves 

1 

— 

— 

Grox  (Gravy  Powder) 

1 

— 

— 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

1 

— 

— 

Ice-cream 

5 

— 

— 

Indian  Bark,  Compound  Tincture 

1 

— 

— 

jam,  Strawberry  and  Gooseberry... 

2 

— 

— 

jam,  Apricot 

1 

— 

— 

Jam,  Blackcurrant  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Jelly,  Raspberry 

1 

— 

— 

Lard 

7 

— 

— 

Lemon  Barley  Water 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

3 

— 

■ — 

Lemon  Squash 

2 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

Liqueur  Pralines 

1 

— 

— 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

Malt  Loaf,  Fancy  Fruit 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade,  F.F.S. 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade,  Coarse  Gut.  S.S. 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade,  Ginger 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade,  Seville  Orange 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine 

1 

— 

— 

Milk,  Malted 

1 

— 

— 

Milk,  T.T.  Pasteurised 

47 

— 

— 

Milk,  T.T.  Pasteurised 

(Channel  Islands) 

6 

Milk,  Pasteurised 

48 

— 

— 

Milk,  Sterilised 

55 

— 

— 

Milk  (Channel  Islands) 

12 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

2 

— 

— 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

1 

— 

— 

Mushrooms,  Creamed 

1 

— 

— 

Non-Brewed  Condiment  ... 

1 

— 

— 
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Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Nutmegs,  Ground  ... 

... 

3 

— 

— 

Orange,  Sweetened 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Crush 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Orange,  Whole  (Orange  Juice)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Paste,  Tongue 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Peas,  Garden 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Peas,  Processed 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Pineapple  Slices  in  Syrup  ... 

... 

1 

— 

— 

Powdered  Borax 

,  ,  , 

1 

— 

— 

Powdered  Gelatine 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Pepper,  White 

•  •  * 

1 

— 

— 

Rice,  Ground 

•  •  » 

1 

— 

— 

Roe,  Hard  Cod 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Runner  Beans 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Rusks 

Sausage,  Cambridge,  Pork  (contain- 

1 

— 

— 

mg  preservative) 
Sausage,  Pork  (containing 

•  •  • 

preser- 

1 

vative ) 

•  •  • 

7 

— 

— 

Sausage  &  Beans  in  Tomato 

Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Sauce,  Fruit 

•  •  * 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Relish 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Semolina 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Singapore  Pineapples 

•  .  • 

1 

— 

— 

Soup,  Meat 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Spice,  Mixed 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

— 

Steak,  Stewed 

2 

— 

— 

Steak,  Pudding 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

Sponge  Mixture 

•  •  • 

1 

Grossly 
Infested 
with  Acari 

Sugar,  Demerara 

2 

— 

— 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef 

1 

— 

— 

T 

JL  V  ct  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  • 

2 

— 

— 

Tea.  China 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Puree 

1 

Contains  tin 
340  parts  per 
million  and 
lead  2.7  per 
million.  Both 
quantities 
being 
excessive 
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Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Tomatoes,  Peeled  ...  ...  ...  2 

Treacle,  Table  ...  ...  ...  1 

Victory  V  Gums  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vinegar,  Malt  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vironita  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wine  Gums  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yeast,  Tablets,  Brewers  ...  ...  1 


The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the 


year : — 

Bacteriological  T ests. 


~ - - - • 

Satisfactory 

U  nsatisf  actor y 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

35 

1 

Pasteurised 

70 

1 

Sterilised 

30 

— 

Biological  Tests. 

Pasteurised 

9 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

— 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  was  no  outbreak  during  the  year,  only  one  isolated  case 
being  notified  and  treated.  (Type  :  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium.) 

1,308  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  518  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  and  supervision  maintained  as  far  as  the  staffing  position 
would  allow. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Evening  and  Sunday  inspections  and  supervision  have  been 
carried  out  continuously.  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for 
opening  after  hours,  but  six  verbal  warnings  were  given  for  this 
type  of  offence. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM,  ETC. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted  after  inspection  of 
the  premises  and  remedy  of  unsatisfactory  conditions : — 


Petroleum  Spirit 

Premises 

122 

Gallons 

96,350 

Petroleum  Mixtures 

2 

40 

Rubber  Solvent 

2 

1,100 

Rubber  Solution 

1 

10 

Cellulose  Paint  and  Mixtures 

14 

570 

TOTALS 

...  141 

98,070 

Carbide  of  Calcium 

6 

tons  cwts.  qr 

2  2  3 

48 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY.  A  total  of  twenty-nine  bodies  were 
admitted  during  the  year. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Further  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year,  including  the 
completion  of  the  work  of  fitting  a  grit  arrester  to  two  cupolas. 
This  has  had  the  effect  of  collecting  three-quarters  of  a  ton  of 
grit  weekly,  previously  discharged  into  the  atmosphere,  and  no 
further  complaints  have  been  received  from  that  area. 

Another  nuisance  abated  concerned  a  vertical  boiler  burning 
coal  with  the  inevitable  result,  and  on  the  advice  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  coke  has  since  been  used,  completely  eliminating  smoke  and 
saving  the  equivalent  of  two  tons  of  coal  weekly.  The  firm 
concerned  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  helpful  advice 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  this. 

Two  factories  have  replaced  coal  fired  central  heating  plant 
with  oil  fired  apparatus,  resulting  in  the  elimination  of  complaints 
from  that  source. 

A  welcome  reduction  in  the  nuisance  from  dust  during 
granite-cracking  has  been  observed  in  the  year,  but  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  and  sporadic  nuisance  from  ceramic  work 
remains  a  serious  headache.  No  doubt  blue  brick  burning  and  other 
operations  necessitating  a  reducing  atmosphere  will  remain  a  cause 
of  nuisance,  until  a  form  of  heating  involving  exact  air  mixtures 
is  a  practicable  and  economic  proposition. 

Two  soot  deposit  gauges  and  two  sulphur  dioxide  installations 
are  in  operation  and  the  month  to  month  variations  are  shown 
below.  Rainfall  figures  are  included  as  a  determining  factor  in  the 
soot  depositions,  but  no  allowance  can  be  made  for  wind  variation 
or  other  atmospheric  disturbances. 
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The  total  solids  per  square  mile  appears  to  vary  from  month 
to  month  but  a  close  study  of  the  table  reveals  considerable 
influence  exercised  by  the  rainfall,  which  indeed  must  be  so 
considering  the  type  of  apparatus  used.  The  seasons  appear  to 
have  no  effect  on  the  deposited  solids  and  therefore  it  is  reasonable 
to  assume  that  the  tonnage  of  solids  is  more  or  less  constant  at  the 
average  of  20.09  for  Old  Hill  and  14.06  for  Blackheath,  figures 
which  are  not  unduly  high  for  an  industrial  area. 

Sulphur  dioxide  figures  show  a  definite  seasonal  variation 
with  a  winter  average  of  7.41  and  3.84  mg.  per  100  sq.  cm.  and 
a  summer  average  of  3.04  and  2.08  mg.  per  100  sq.  cm.  for  Old  Hill 
and  Blackheath  respectively.  The  inference  would  appear  to  be 
that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  pollution  is  domestic  in  origin,  but 
figures  for  at  least  five  years  will  be  necessary  before  any  definite 
conclusions  should  be  drawn. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

About  10%  of  the  sewer  manholes  were  tested  from  15th  to 
18th  February,  1954. 

Manholes  test  baited  ...  ...  101 

Partial  Takes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


51 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  12  Months  ended  31st  March,  1955 
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